186                          ' THE MEMOIRS OF
July 23. I mustered my troop, and exercised it at Eotherham. It quartered there three days.
July 24. The assizes were held at York, where there was a very great appearance of gentry and others ; some for business, but more for curiosity, several persons of quality being there, to be tried for high treason, for being of the Popish Plot. Many had been tried in London, and found guilty on the evidence of Gates, Bedloe, and others. And the persons to be tried here being of the county and of the place where it was said they conspired, were the Lady Tempest, daughter of Sir Thomas Gascoigne; Mr. Ingleby, a lawyer (since made a sergeant), Mrs. Presset, and one Mr. Twing, a priest. Sir Miles Stapleton, of Carleton, was to have been tried also, but was not then pro defecta juratorum.
The evidence against these were Boldron and Maw-bray. The one was taken a poor boy out of charity by Sir Thomas Gascoigne, brought up in his house, then made overseer of his colliery, and running in debt to his master, intended (for he had been evidence also against him) to pay him. and his family this way what he owed to him—an ill piece of gratitude. Though some had been found guilty in London upon this or the like evidence, yet it found so little credence in this county, that three of the four were acquitted, as also one Pickering, who was indicted for being a priest upon the same evidence. So that Twing only was found guilty of high treason—a priest being more his guilt, than the plot.
One Mr. Tankard being of the jury, and appearing active to clear the prisoner, the judge reflected upon him in court, which, being a man of spirit, he was not able to bear; and complaining to me, I advised him to get some gentlemen of the county, his friends, together, and offered myself to attend them to the judge, to represent him another sort of man than he took him to be. There met upon this occasion above twenty gentlemen, amongst